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29th May, 2020
Dear Madam, Dear Sir,
We would like to invite You to speak at international conference “Communicating in diverse society: hearing each other despite differences” organised by Estonian Integration Foundation in cooperation with Estonian Ministry of Culture on November 12-13th 2020 in Tallinn, Estonia. 
The international conference is an interdisciplinary platform bringing together key experts, policy-makers and government officials, EU organisations, research institutions and teams working in the field of integration. This year’s theme is communication and its role in facilitating or disrupting integration processes. 
We will very much appreciate if You find the opportunity to contribute to the conference with Your vision, academic research and experience in the field of communication and integration. We are happy to discuss your views on what points you would like to raise, and what could be the best format for your presentation within the program.
We envision the conference to be focused on best practices in communication regarding integration, structured around the following themes/keywords (exact formulation of sub-themes may be subject to change):
· Intercultural communication in education – opportunities and challenges. This discussion touches on such questions as the importance of communication in kindergarten/school/higher education, especially if there are children/students from different cultural/religious backgrounds. 
· Multicultural communication in the job market and at work. Nowadays more and more workplaces and companies seek out diversity among employees. However, for the diversity to become an advantage, the employer has to invest in the team’s seamless collaboration, and communication is a very important part of this. What needs to be taken into account and what are the obstacles that employers and society at large need to be aware of?
· Communicating identity: communication as one of identity’s facets and expressions. Each individual and group of individual has his/her own way of communicating. The bigger number of various groups in society, the harder finding common language/understanding is. Common understanding of basic principles/agreements leads to a more cohesive society in general. What can state do both inside and outside its borders through communication to create a more cohesive society? 
· Media has an important role in keeping the state institutions in check and shining light on problems and society’s needs. For the functioning of democratic society, the trust in media is of utmost importance, but it implies that media serves the interests of the society in general, not any group in particular. What does it mean for the media in a multicultural society? In today’s world, do we have enough confidence in mass media to trust it with such an important task? If not, then who should step up? Is there any role for the social media in this?
 
Conference attendance is free for all participants, we expect around 200 guests from Estonia and abroad. Working language is English, with Estonian/Russian simultaneous translation. 
Integration Foundation is the state-funded public organisation working on implementing the state integration policy through financing the activities executed by partner organisations, as well as conducting own programs and events. In 2016- 2019 the Integration Foundation held an international conference on integration, among speakers were Prof. John Berry, prof Zsuzsa Csergö from Queens University, Prof. Haci-Halil Uslucan from the Expert Council from German Association of Integration Foundations, Prof. Dr. David Laitin from Stanford University, Prof. Robert Phillipson from Copenhagen Business School and a number of other distinguished speakers from Estonia and abroad. Materials (videos, presentations) from 2016-2019 conferences can be found here www.integrationconference.ee/archive  
We sincerely hope that You will find it possible to attend and contribute to the discussion. We can cover the travel and accommodation expenses related to coming to Estonia and attending the conference. Should you have any questions or require additional information, we will be happy to provide it.

Sincerely,

Anastassia Tuuder
Head of Research Development
Integration Foundation 
+372 53358868
anastassia.tuuder@integratsioon.ee 
https://www.integratsioon.ee/en  
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